
Math Terms to Know 
 

Addition/Subtraction: 

 

Ten Frame - a ten frame is a two-by-five 

rectangular frame into which counters are placed 

to demonstrate numbers less than or equal to 10. 

Counters can be arranged in different ways to 

represent different numbers, which visually help 

your children develop strong number sense. 

 

 

Number Rack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Number Line - An open number 

line starts as a line with no numbers. They can be 

used as a visual representation for recording 

thinking during the process of mental 

computation. 

 

 



Regrouping or Trading – (You may know these 

as borrowing or carrying.) 

- In math, regrouping can be defined as 

the process of making groups of tens 

when carrying out operations like 

addition and subtraction with two-digit 

numbers or larger. To regroup means to 

rearrange groups in place value to carry 

out an operation. 

 

Base Ten Pieces or Base Ten Blocks – Base ten 

blocks are a mathematical manipulative used by 

students to learn basic mathematical concepts 

including addition, subtraction, number sense, 

place value and counting. 

 

 

 

 

  



Multiplication/Division: 

Array - An array is a way to represent multiplication 

and division using rows and columns. Rows represent 

the number of groups. Columns represent the number 

in each group or the size of each group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Model 

 

In mathematics, an area model is a rectangular 

diagram or model used for multiplication and 

division problems, in which the factors or 

the quotient and divisor define the length and width 

of the rectangle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loops and Groups (mostly for 3rd grade) 

When learning multiplication and division students 

may be asked to use loops and groups.  This is when 

they group a certain number of objects into multiple 

loops.  

For example:  

- If you have 5 groups of 4, how many do you have? 

- Or if I have 20 chicken nuggets and I divide them 

between 5 people how many does each person get?  

* Students can use the loops and group method to 

help visualize and find these answers. 

 

https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/fractions/factor
https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/division/quotient
https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/division/divisor


Ratio Table - A ratio table is a structured list of 

equivalent (equal value) ratios that helps us 

understand the relationship between the ratios and 

the numbers. 

 

 

 

 

Lattice Method - Lattice multiplication is 

a method of multiplication that uses a lattice to 

multiply two multi-digit numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


